PARISH OF HAWLEY

23 August 2026—Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

Welcome to our services today

All Saints 50th Anniversary—Advance notice
This year at All Saintstide we celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the Dedication of our daughter
church of All Saints in 1976 — a significant moment
in the more recent history of our parish. All Saints’
Day itself happens, conveniently, to fall on a Sunday
this year; but also on the following Saturday (7th
November) there will be a Brunch in All Saints’
Hall from 11 am to 2 pm, open to the whole local
community. Marian King is organising this and
there will be a planning meeting at the Vicarage on
Monday 5th October at 7:30 pm.

The hope is that this celebration will be a way to
involve the community and highlight the presence
of the church especially in the south of the parish.
We will also need volunteers to help distribute
leaflets locally for maximum effect. Please note
this in your diary now (and look out for further
information in the coming weeks)!

Please remember in your prayers this week:

The sick and infirm: June Anderton,
John Cowley, John Darcy, Mike Exell, lan McRea,
Brian Martin, Janet Murton, Mike Reed,

Pat Rorison, Lauren Scammell, Derek Truman,
Shirley Whiteley, Jack & Rosemary,

Jill, Kirk & Karen, Mac, Mark, Pete

Anniversary of death: Kathleen Bird,
Chris Burbidge, Robert Burbidge, Doris Phillips

THIS WEEK
+ All events at Holy Trinity—unless shown otherwise
Weekday Readings: Week 21 in Ordinary Time, Year Il

N.B. No weekday Masses

Thursday St Monica, Widow

11.00 am:  Bible Study Group

11.30am:  Burial of Ashes of Peter Cooper
—Churchyard

Friday St Augustine of Hippo, Bishop, Doctor
Lof the Church

2-4pm: Tea at Two—All Saints Hall

Next Sunday—Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
9.15am: Mass with hymns—All Saints
11.00am:  Sung Mass

Weekday services suspended
Please note that there will be no midweek Masses at
Holy Trinity this week.

Flowers at Holy Trinity

We need more volunteers to arrange the flowers

at Holy Trinity. A few flowers in a vase is all that is
needed. If you would like to help, please place your
name on the rota in the porch or see Diane Brown
for more information.

‘Tea at Two’

We meet every Friday from 2 — 4 pm in All Saints
Hall. Come and join us for great cake, tea/coftee
and conversation. We look forward to seeing you!

Weekly news sheet
Please send any items for inclusion on the sheet to
Fr William by the end of Wednesday each week.
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Psalm 138

In Psalm 138 the psalmist praises God
for His help, believing the Lord God
hears us when we call to Him. The
psalmist praises ‘The Lord’. ‘The Lord’
was the special title the Jews used for
God. God’s name was sacred and could
not be mentioned, even in worship.
Instead, they addressed Adonai, the
Lord God or Sovereign Lord. This was
the covenant name for God. God
continually made covenants with his
people. He did so with Abraham, Noah
and Moses, for instance. The formula
was always the same: ‘I will be your God
and you will be my people. God always
kept His side of the agreement, of
course, but Israel did not. When Israel
was invaded, their prophets reminded
them it was because they had broken
their side of the agreement. Despite
[srael’s unfaithfulness, the psalmist
recognises that God’s love for His
people never ends and He will always
send help to us. The right hand of God
— His strength - lasts for ever, because
God will keep His covenant promise

and always hears those who call to Him.

24" August: St Bartholomew

St Bartholomew'’s relics were enshrined
on an island in the Tiber in Rome that
was used as a hospital. Hence, he has
always been associated with the sick.

St Bartholomew, Holy Apostle of the
Lord, pray for us!

Almighty and everlasting God, who
didst give to thine Apostle
Bartholomew grace truly to believe and
to preach thy Word: Grant, we beseech
thee, unto thy Church, to love that
Word which he believed, and both to
preach and receive the same; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Sunday 23" August 2026
Trinity 12 / 21%* Ordinary

Today’s Gospel is called ‘the
Confession of St Peter’ because, by a
gift of divine grace, Peter confesses
right belief in Jesus Christ. He knows
him to be ‘the Christ, the Son of the
living God'. Peter sees the truth of who
Christ is and speaks it aloud in definite
terms. To confess that Jesus is the
Christ - to say ‘true God from true
God, consubstantial with the Father’ -
has profound and far-reaching
consequences. We see it here in a new
name given: Simon becomes Peter.
This is not simply a name-change but a
whole life change. It is a mission given.
And as we know from Christian
history, Peter’s confession of Christ
would lead him far from the shores of
the lakes he once fished, all the way to
Rome, and to a witness that would be
total - the witness of martyrdom. Be
wholly open to what the Lord wants to
do with you and your faith, how he
wants to use you, where he wants to
send you, that He might be glorified.



